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(57) ABSTRACT

A wireless device that tailors communications based on
power parameters of the device. In one embodiment, a wire-
less device includes an energy source, a power monitor
coupled to the energy source, a wireless transceiver, and a
traffic controller coupled to the power monitor and the wire-
less transceiver. The power monitor is configured to measure
a parameter of the energy source. The wireless transceiver is
configured to wirelessly communicate via a wireless net-
work. The traffic controller is configured to set length of
packets to be transmitted based on the measured parameter of
the energy source.
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WIRELESS NETWORK WITH POWER
AWARE TRANSMISSION CONTROL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/645,395, filed on May 10, 2012;
which is hereby incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND

Wireless Sensor Networks (WSNs) are used in various
application areas, including industrial process monitoring
and control, environment and habitat monitoring, traffic con-
trol, building automation, healthcare applications, etc. In
some such applications a powered sensor may be used in a
harsh environment, and it is desirable for the sensor to be
untethered after deployment for as long as possible. However,
most sensors are powered by batteries, and limited battery
capacity is a major limitation for deployment of untethered
sensor nodes. Finite sensor node lifetime implies finite life-
time of the applications or additional cost and complexity to
replace batteries.

SUMMARY

A wireless network and device that tailor communications
based on power parameters of the device are disclosed herein.
In one embodiment, a wireless device includes an energy
source, a power monitor coupled to the energy source, a
wireless transceiver, and a traffic controller coupled to the
power monitor and the wireless transceiver. The power moni-
tor is configured to measure a parameter of the energy source.
The wireless transceiver is configured to wirelessly commu-
nicate via a wireless network. The traffic controller is config-
ured to set length of packets to be transmitted based on the
measured parameter of the energy source.

In another embodiment, a method includes measuring, by
a wireless device, a parameter of an energy source powering
the wireless device. A length of a packet to be transmitted is
determined based on the measured parameter of the energy
source. The packet is transmitted via a wireless network.

In a further embodiment, a wireless device includes an
energy source, a power monitor coupled to the energy source,
a wireless transceiver, and a traffic controller coupled to the
power monitor and the wireless transceiver. The power moni-
tor is configured to measure a parameter of the energy source.
The wireless transceiver is configured to wirelessly commu-
nicate via a wireless network. The traffic controller is config-
ured to transmit, to a node of the wireless network, informa-
tion indicative of a packet length for which the energy source
provides sufficient power to enable reception of the packet
without errors caused by reduction in output voltage of the
energy source during the reception of the packet.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a detailed description of exemplary embodiments of
the invention, reference will now be made to the accompany-
ing drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of an illustrative wireless
network in accordance with various embodiments;

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a wireless device config-
ured to access a wireless network in accordance with various
embodiments;

10

25

35

40

45

50

2

FIG. 3 shows a graph of output voltage of an energy source
powering a wireless device in accordance with various
embodiments; and

FIG. 4 shows a flow diagram for a method for power aware
traffic management in a wireless network in accordance with
various embodiments.

NOTATION AND NOMENCLATURE

Certain terms are used throughout the following descrip-
tion and claims to refer to particular system components. As
one skilled in the art will appreciate, companies may refer to
a component by different names. This document does not
intend to distinguish between components that differ in name
but not function. In the following discussion and in the
claims, the terms “including” and “comprising” are used in an
open-ended fashion, and thus should be interpreted to mean
“including, but not limited to . . . . ”” Also, the term “couple”
or “couples” is intended to mean either an indirect or direct
electrical connection. Thus, if a first device couples to a
second device, that connection may be through a direct elec-
trical connection, or through an indirect electrical connection
via other devices and connections. Further, the term “soft-
ware” includes any executable code capable of running on a
processor, regardless of the media used to store the software.
Thus, code stored in memory (e.g., non-volatile memory),
and sometimes referred to as “embedded firmware,” is
included within the definition of software. The recitation
“based on” is intended to mean “based at least in part on.”
Therefore, if X is based on Y, X may be based onY and any
number of other factors.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following discussion is directed to various embodi-
ments of the invention. Although one or more of these
embodiments may be preferred, the embodiments disclosed
should not be interpreted, or otherwise used, as limiting the
scope of the disclosure, including the claims. In addition, one
skilled in the art will understand that the following descrip-
tion has broad application, and the discussion of any embodi-
ment is meant only to be exemplary of that embodiment, and
not intended to intimate that the scope of the disclosure,
including the claims, is limited to that embodiment.

As devices that access wireless networks shrink in size, the
physical dimensions of energy sources powering the devices
also are also reduced. Where energy sources, such as AA or
AAA batteries have previously been employed to power a
wireless device, smaller, and possibly lower capacity, energy
sources, such as coin cell batteries may be employed to
reduce the size of the wireless device. Unfortunately, energy
sources such as coin cell batteries may provide time varying
output voltages that can result in reduced communication
efficiency in a wireless network.

Embodiments of the present disclosure monitor the volt-
age, energy capacity, etc. of the energy source powering a
wireless device, and dynamically provide traffic management
based on a prediction of device capabilities supported by the
present state of the energy source. For example, embodiments
can restrict the length of packets transmitted by or to a wire-
less device based on the output voltage of the energy source
powering the wireless device providing inadequate power to
support longer packets without error. By providing such traf-
fic management, embodiments extend the useful life of the
wireless device by allowing for communication in power
situations that would have been problematic without such



US 9,203,551 B2

3

management, and improve overall network efficiency by
reducing packet retransmissions caused by power related
errors.

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of an illustrative wireless
network 100 in accordance with various embodiments. The
wireless network 100 may be a wireless network in accor-
dance with the IEEE 802.15.4 standard (e.g., a wireless sen-
sor network), or another wireless networking standard or
technology. The wireless sensor network 100 includes a plu-
rality of wireless devices (102, 104, 106), also referred to as
wireless nodes, and a base station or coordinator 110. The
base station/coordinator 110 may be similar to the wireless
devices 102-106 and additionally serve in the role of a base
station or coordinator. Each wireless node may communicate
with neighboring wireless nodes to form an ad-hoc network in
which a wireless node repeats transmissions received from
other nodes to relay data through the network 100. The base
station 110 receives measurement values and other informa-
tion transmitted by the wireless nodes 102-106, and may
provide control information to the wireless nodes 102-106.
While, as a matter of convenience, FIG. 1 shows only three
wireless nodes and a single base station/coordinator 110, in
practice, the system 100 may include any number of wireless
nodes and base stations.

The wireless node 104 includes traffic control logic 108.
The traffic control logic 108 increases the operating life of the
sensor node 104 and increases the efficiency of the network
100 by monitoring the condition of the energy source power-
ing the wireless node 104, determining how the condition of
the energy source affects the wireless communication capa-
bilities of the wireless device 104, and managing communi-
cation traffic to and from the wireless device 104 based on the
condition of the energy source.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of the
wireless device 104. The wireless device 104 includes an
energy source 208, a power monitor 206, a traffic controller
108, a processor 202, and a wireless transceiver 204. The
energy source 208 provides power to operate the electrical
components of the wireless device 104, such as the power
monitor 206, the traffic controller 108, the processor 202, the
wireless transceiver, etc. In some embodiments of the wire-
less device 104, the power source 208 may be a coin cell
battery.

The power monitor 206 monitors the condition of the
energy source 208. In some embodiments, the power monitor
206 may measure a parameter of the energy source 208. For
example, the power monitor 206 may measure the voltage
and/or current output of the energy source and/or determine
the current energy capacity of the energy source 208.

The traffic controller 108 analyzes the parameter(s) of the
energy source 208 provided by the power monitor 206, and
determines based on the parameter(s) a packet duration/
length that the wireless device 104 can transmit or receive
without errors being induced in the transmitted or received
data by changes in output voltage of the energy source 208. In
addition to determining packet duration or length, the traffic
controller 108 may also determine an idle time or spacing
between packet transmissions (i.e., inter-packet interval)
based on the measured energy source parameter(s). The inter-
packet interval provides sufficient time for the energy source
208 to recover from a drop in output voltage. The traffic
controller 108 may transmit the determined packet length and
interval values to other wireless devices of the network 100
via the wireless transceiver 204.

The wireless transceiver 204 transmits and receives pack-
ets via the wireless medium by converting signals between
electrical and electromagnetic forms thereby allowing the
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wireless device 104 to communicate with the wireless devices
102, 106, the base station 110, and other devices connected to
the wireless network 100.

The processor 202 may be a general-purpose microproces-
sor or other instruction execution device suitable for use in a
wireless device. The processor 202 executes instructions to
provide data processing and control functions for the wireless
device 104. In some embodiments of the wireless device 104,
at least some functions of the power monitor 206 and the
traffic controller 108 may be provided by the processor 202
via execution of instructions. For example, the processor 202
may compute energy source capacity and/or determine suit-
able packet durations or inter-packet intervals based on
energy source parameters via execution of instructions
encoded in a computer-readable medium, such as a memory
device.

To determine suitable packet lengths and intervals, the
traffic controller 108 may also include stored information
regarding the predicted output voltage provided by the energy
source 208 over time at one or more current drains and one or
more initial voltages or energy capacities. FIG. 3 shows an
exemplary graph of output voltage of the energy source 208
powering the wireless device 104. In FIG. 3, the energy
source 208 may be a coin cell battery. FIG. 3 includes voltage
curves for various initial output voltage values at a constant
current draw. In the examples of FIG. 3, the output voltage
drops suddenly at about the 2 millisecond (ms) time, and
thereafter recovers starting at about the 3 ms time. The time to
recovery varies for each initial output voltage value. Other
energy sources may exhibit different output voltage charac-
teristics. The traffic controller 108 may include stored energy
source voltage information for various energy source output
voltage curves as shown in FIG. 3.

With reference to the exemplary output voltage curve 302,
the traffic controller 108 on receiving a measurement of the
initial voltage of curve 302, and based on stored information
regarding the voltages of curve 302 as defined by the initial
(e.g., 0 time) voltage and/or measured energy capacity of the
energy source 208, may set a packet length of greater than 2
ms (e.g., 4 ms or more) anticipating that the minimum output
voltage (e.g., at the 3 ms time) will be high enough to allow
packet transmission/reception without errors. The traffic con-
troller 108 may also minimize the inter-packet interval
because, for voltage curve 302, no recovery time is required.
Thus, if the output voltage of the energy source 208 is rela-
tively high the traffic controller 108 allows for transmission/
reception of longer packets.

In contrast to the voltage curve 302, for the exemplary
output voltage curve 304, the traffic controller 108 on receiv-
ing a measurement of the initial voltage of curve 304, and
based on stored information regarding the voltages of curve
304 as defined by the initial voltage and/or measured energy
capacity of the energy source 208, may set a packet length of
no more than 2 ms anticipating that after the 2 ms time the
output voltage may be too low to allow packet transfer with-
out errors. The traffic controller 108 may also set an inter-
packet idle time that prevents initiation of a second packet
transmission until the output voltage has recovered to voltage
level that allows for packet transfer without errors induced by
low voltage. For example, for curve 304, the traffic controller
108 may set inter-packet spacing to allow transfer of a second
packetat or after the 6 ms time. Thus, when the output voltage
of the energy source 208 is predicted to drop below a level
needed to support reliable packet transfer, the traffic control-
ler 108 tailors the packet length and interval to reduce voltage
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induced errors that may result in packet retransmissions that
may reduce network efficiency and result in needless drain of
the energy source 208.

FIG. 4 shows a flow diagram for a method 400 for power
aware traffic management in a wireless network 100 in accor-
dance with various embodiments. Though depicted sequen-
tially as a matter of convenience, at least some of the actions
shown can be performed in a different order and/or performed
in parallel. Additionally, some embodiments may perform
only some of the actions shown. In some embodiments, at
least some of the operations of the method 400 can be imple-
mented via execution of instructions stored in a computer
readable medium by a processor, such as processor 202.

In block 402, the wireless device 104 measures one or
parameters of the energy source 208 powering the wireless
device 104. For example, the wireless device 104 may mea-
sure the output voltage and/or the current energy capacity of
the energy source 208.

In block 404, the wireless device 104 determines, based on
the measured parameter(s), a packet length that the wireless
device 104 can transmit or receive without the data of the
packet being corrupted due to a reduction in output voltage of
the energy source while the packet is being transmitted or
received. The packet length may be determined based on
predetermined characteristics of the energy source, 208 such
as output voltage data as shown in FIG. 3, current voltage or
energy capacity of the energy source 208, etc.

In block 406, the wireless device 104 determines how
packets should be spaced for transmission or reception. The
spacing or idle time between packets transmitted or received
may be set to accommodate the output voltage characteristics
of'the energy source 208. In some embodiments, if the output
voltage of the energy source 208 is known to fall at a prede-
termined time after initiation of packet transfer and subse-
quently rise, then packet spacing may be set to allow trans-
mission or reception of a first packet before the output voltage
drops below a predetermined minimum voltage and to allow
transmission or reception of a second packet after the output
voltage subsequently rises above the predetermined mini-
mum voltage. For example, referring to FIG. 3, an embodi-
ment having a first voltage at start of first packet transmission
at time 0 may complete transmission of the first packet prior
to time 2 ms and delay transmission of a second packet until
the output voltage recovers at least at time 6 ms. Depending
on the recovery characteristics of the energy source 208,
inter-packet time may be set shorter or longer.

In block 408, the wireless device 104 notifies other wire-
less devices of the network 100 of the determined packet
length and spacing parameters. For example, the wireless
device 104 may broadcast or multicast the determined packet
length and spacing values for use by other wireless device in
communication with the wireless device 104.

In block 410, the wireless device 104 partitions data to be
transmitted into packets. The length of the packets may be no
more than the predetermined packet length determined in
block 404 to prevent transmission of a packet during an inter-
val when output voltage of the energy source 208 has dropped
below a predetermined level.

In block 412, the wireless device 104 transmits the packets
with spacing in accordance with the packet spacing deter-
mined in block 406 to prevent transmission of a packet during
an interval when output voltage of the energy source 208 has
dropped below a predetermined level.

The above discussion is meant to be illustrative of the
principles and various embodiments of the present invention.
Numerous variations and modifications will become apparent
to those skilled in the art once the above disclosure is fully
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6

appreciated. It is intended that the following claims be inter-
preted to embrace all such variations and modifications.

What is claimed is:

1. A wireless device, comprising:

an energy source;

a power monitor coupled to the energy source and config-

ured to measure a parameter of the energy source;

a wireless transceiver configured to wirelessly communi-

cate via a wireless network; and

a traffic controller coupled to the power monitor and the

wireless transceiver;

wherein the traffic controller is configured to set length of

packets to be transmitted based on the measured param-
eter of the energy source and to transmit, to a node of'the
wireless network, information indicative of a packet
length for which the energy source provides sufficient
power to enable reception of the packet without errors
caused by reduction in output voltage of the energy
source during the reception of the packet.

2. The wireless device of claim 1, wherein the parameter
comprises at least one of measured output voltage of the
energy source and measured energy capacity of the energy
source.

3. The wireless device of claim 1, wherein the transmission
traffic controller is configured to reduce the length of the
packets to be transmitted as the value of the parameter
decreases.

4. The wireless device of claim 1, wherein the energy
source is a coin cell battery.

5. The wireless device of claim 1, wherein the traffic con-
troller comprises energy source output voltage information
for a plurality of energy source conditions, and the traffic
controller is further configured to set the length of packets
based on energy source output voltage information corre-
sponding to the measured parameter of the energy source.

6. The wireless device of claim 1, wherein the traffic con-
troller is further configured to space packet transmissions
based on recovery time of the energy source.

7. A method, comprising:

measuring, by a wireless device, a parameter of an energy

source powering the wireless device;
determining, by the wireless device, based on the measured
parameter of the energy source, a length of a packet to be
transmitted for which the energy source provides suffi-
cient power to enable reception of the packet without
errors caused by reduction in output voltage of the
energy source during the reception of the packet;

transmitting information indicative of the packet length to
a node of the wireless network; and

transmitting, by the wireless device, the packet via a wire-

less network.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein measuring the param-
eter comprises at least one of measuring output voltage of the
energy source and measuring energy capacity of the energy
source.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the determining com-
prises reducing the length of the packets to be transmitted
based on the value of the parameter having decreased relative
to a prior measured value of the parameter.

10. The method of claim 7, further comprising partitioning
a data transmission into a number of packets, wherein the
number of packets increases for a given data transmission
length as the value of the parameter decreases.
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11. The method of claim 7, further comprising spacing
packet transmissions based on recovery time of the energy
source.

12. A wireless device, comprising:

an energy source;

a power monitor coupled to the energy source and config-

ured to measure a parameter of the energy source;

a wireless transceiver configured to wirelessly communi-

cate via a wireless network; and

a traffic controller coupled to the power monitor and the

wireless transceiver;

wherein the traffic controller is configured to transmit, to a

node of the wireless network, information indicative of a
packet length for which the energy source provides suf-
ficient power to enable reception of the packet without
errors caused by reduction in output voltage of the
energy source during the reception of the packet.

13. The wireless device of claim 12, wherein the traffic
controller is configured to set a length of a packet to be
transmitted based on the measured parameter.
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14. The wireless device of claim 12, wherein the parameter
comprises at least one of measured output voltage of the
energy source and measured energy capacity of the energy
source.

15. The wireless device of claim 12, wherein the transmis-
sion controller is configured to reduce the packet length as the
value of the parameter decreases.

16. The wireless device of claim 12, wherein the energy
source is a coin cell battery.

17. The wireless device of claim 12, wherein the traffic
controller comprises energy source output voltage informa-
tion for a plurality of energy source conditions, and the traffic
controller is configured to set the packet length based on
energy source output voltage information corresponding to
the measured parameter of the energy source.

18. The wireless device of claim 12, wherein the traffic
controller is configured to space packet transmissions based
on recovery time of the energy source.
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